
Urinary Tract Infections in Children

Urine Testing

1. Routine screening for UTI in well children with no risk 

factors is not recommended. UTIs in children may have a non-

Test for UTI in any child presenting with:

Fever over 38ºC

2.  Standard urine collection:
Child not yet toilet trained: 

Child able to pass urine on request:  

Bag urine -

3. If UTI suspected in acutely unwell child and 
unable to obtain CCU or MSU:

CSU - catheter specimen urine –

trained in the catheterisation of children.

SPA - Suprapubic aspirate –

4.  Urine testing:

VC

1.  Lab diagnosis

2. Clinical diagnosis

Older children may have more localized symptoms and signs.

POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS OF UTI 

POSSIBLE SIGNS OF UTI 

ATYPICAL UTI:

RECURRENT UTIS:

Principles of Management

Management of UTI

specimen.

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. Baseline investigations:

2. Admit to hospital:

Fever over 38ºC

medications.

3. Tests in children admitted to hospital:  

4. Antibiotic therapy:

times a day.

5. General measures:

Assess for constipation & treat as needed.

6. Ongoing review:

as needed.
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Urine Testing in Children Older children / teens

Follow up

Refer / Discuss

-

If ongoing UTI symptoms or bacteria in urine, discuss with 

paediatrician.

If persistent haematuria and / or proteinuria, manage ac-

cording to Renal Disease in Children Protocol.

3 years old or in children 3 years of age or older with 

hospitalisation.

-

PAEDIATRICIAN:

Child 5yo or lessChild over 5yo

Dipstick Urinalysis

Normal

No Further Action 
- Repeat urine testing as 

needed based on  

clinical situation.

Dipstick Urinalysis

Send CCU/MSU for 
MC&S

Assess for signs & 
symptoms of UTI  

No Symptoms 
or signs of UTI

Await urine 
MC&S result

UTI symptoms and/
or signs present

Manage as per UTI 
protocol on page 1

Normal MC&SAbnormal MC&S but 
no growth of bacteriaof bacteria on MSU

No further action - 
Repeat urine testing as needed 

based on clinical situation

Manage as per UTI 
protocol on page 1

Manage as per 
Renal Disease in 

Children Protocol

Abnormal 
or symptoms 

suggesting UTI
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